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Poor William died three days after our return. He
exposed himself last year at Dredor, taking a severe cold
which settled on his lungs. He was examined on his
arrival here in September, and pronounced to be still
sound, but in danger from inflammation. During the
Winter he got much better, so much better that I think
he would have recovered had he followed the prescrip-
tions of the physician. But this he did not do, exposed
himself afresh, and died of a broken abscess. He has left
a blank among us and his death has thrown a melancholy
thrall over all our European recollections. He was two
and twenty at his death.
I do not know whether you have obtained what you
desired of the French Government or not, or whether
indeed any Consul General has yet been appointed. Our
journey, and since then the death of William, has pre-
vented me from inquiring into this affair for you, though
I requested Barnet to let you know as soon as the ap-
pointment was made. If you have not heard from him, I
am inclined to think nothing has been done.
We have little new here, just now. For the moment all
is tranquil, though things cannot remain as they are. The
mass of the nation must be let into a share of the govern-
ment, or it must be kept down by the strong hand. Under
the present regime, it is neither one nor the other. Juries
acquit daily, and the chambers endeavor to defraud the
people of their rights. Here is an opposition of a kind that
cannot go on quietly for any long period. Either the
government must find means to punish or the people will
find means to rule. There has been a desperate effort to
set up an aristocracy, which has only succeeded in part,
but half-way means will not do in the present state of
France, and Despotism or Liberty must prevail. Adieu—

